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When were watches invented ? We can give
;!,L a more definite answer to this gquestion than
{ we can with regard to clocks. “The use of a
@ coile 1‘\55]\.\] o asa motive power was Inventecl
= early in the 16th century, and it was this that

made w atc hes possible. J hey first appeared
AN as table clocks with horizontal dials, and the
" earliest watches are hardly to be distinguished
Q\ from small table clocks.® The next step was
é&; the hinged cover to protect the hand when io

trated, which is in ‘the DBritish Museum.

Before the days of glass, this cover was

pierced with a hole over each hour.” That

sufficed because there was then no minute

hands, nor any need for them in those
spacious days.
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